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DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 
SOERABAYA,  JAVA. 

By  Consul    Harry  Campbell. 

The  Soerabaya  consular  district,  established  during  1918,  now  com- 
prises the  Celebes,  New  Guinea,  the  Moluccas,  Bali,  Lombok,  Soem- 
bawa,  Soemba,  Flores,  and  all  ishinds  east  of  120°  east  longitude; 
all  that  portion  of  Borneo  east  of  112° :  and  in  Java  the  Residencies 
of  Soerabaya,  Madioen,  Eembang,  Kediri,  Pasoerean,  Madoera,  and 
Besoeki.  The  eastern  portion  of  Java  is  the  most  important  part  of 
the  district  from  a  commercial  standpoint.  Java,  with  its  dense  popu- 
lation, is  intensively  cultivated,  and  owing  to  its  fertile  soil  it  ranks 
as  one  of  the  leading  countries  of  the  world  in  the  production  of 
tropical  agricultural  products,  chief  of  which  in  east  Java  are  sugar 
cane,  coiTee,  rubber,  tapioca,  hides,  copra  and  coconut  oil,  tobacco, 
cacao,  sisal  fiber,  and  kapok.  Tea  and  quinine  are  also  important 
products  of  Java,  but  they  are  grown  principally  in  the  western  part 
of  the  island. 

Of  the  total  population  of  Java,  estimated  at  30,000,000  in  1905 
and  possibly  35,000,000  at  present,  about  12,000,000  are  located  in 
the  Residencies  of  the  district.  In  1905  there  were  said  to  be  in 
Java  6.5,000  Europeans,  mostly  of  Netherlands  origin;  295,000  Chi- 
nese; 19,000  Arabs;  and  some  3,000  to  5,000  of  other  foreign  races 
and  nationalities.  The  natives  throughout  the  islands  are  largely  of 
the  Malay  race. 

The  port  of  Soerabaya,  which  is  rapidly  growing  in  importance, 
has  an  excellent  deep-water  harbor  of  ample  dimensions  to  care  for 
dozens  of  ocean-going  vessels.  Important  harbor  improvements  have 
been  constructed  wdthin  the  past  five  j^ears,  and  although  they  have 
not  been  entirely  completed  shipping  has  been  greatly  facilitated. 
Soerabaya  now  not  only  has  port  facilities  for  handling  the  heavy 
trade  of  the  rich  and  productive  districts  of  east  Java,  but  it  is  an 
entrepot  for  the  eastern  islands  of  the  group,  being  only  20  hours 
by  boat  from  Bandjermasin,  the  principal  port  of  south  and  east 
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Borneo;  from  20  to  30 hours  from  the  ports  of  the  Bali  and  Lombok; 
and  36  hours  from  Macassar,  the  leading  port  of  Celebes. 

Borneo,  Celebes,  the  Moluccas,  the  Eesidenc.y  of  Timor,  and  the 
islands  of  Bali  and  Lombok  are  not  important  from  a  commercial 
standpoint.  Some  fuel  oil,  gold  dust,  rattan,  gums  and  resins,  copra, 
coal,,  wax,  pepper,  timber,  and  baskets  and  mats  are  shipped  from 
Borneo. 

Shipping  in  1918  Shows  Decrease. 

The  import  and  export  trade  of  Soerabaya  was  considerably  ham- 
pered during  1918  by  shipping  difficulties.  A  marked  change  in  the 
trade  routes  resulted  from  the  submarine  activities,  so  that  nearly 
all  of  the  vessels  of  the  Dutch  lines  that  before  the  war  operated 
between  the  Netherlands  and  the  East  Indies  were  diverted  to  the 
trade  with  America  via  the  Pacific.  While  a  Java-Pacific  monthly 
service  is  still  being  operated,  all  of  the  larger  passenger  liners  have 
been  returned  to  the  European  run.  The  Dutch  companies  are  also 
continuing  their  New  York-Java  line  with  a  three-weeks  service  via 
the  Cape  of  Good  Plope. 

There  has  also  been  inaugurated  an  American  line  operating  a 
monthly  service  of  cargo  vessels  between  New  York  and  Java  ports 
via  Suez  and  Singapore.  Owing  to  large  increases  in  shipments  of 
Java  produce  direct  to  America,  there  is  a  constant  and  strong  de- 
mand for  tonnage  to  New  York.  Although  an  important  trade  was 
handled  through  the  port  of  San  Francisco  during  the  war,  owing 
to  the  submarine  dangers  in  the  Atlantic,  the  demand  for  increased 
tonnage   from   Java   ports  is  rather   for  the  port  of  New   York. 

The  tonnage  figures  for  1918  for  the  port  of  Soerabaya  do  not 
equal  those  of  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  vessels  of  various  flags 
entering  the  port  both  years  being  as  follows : 


Flag. 


Dutch  East  Indian 

Dutch 

British 

Japanese 

Chinese 


1917 

1918 

933 

831 

84 

99 

155 

81 

56 

IGO 

10 

22 

Flag 


Nonvc5;ian.. 
other  flags... 
Sailing  ships 

Total.. 


1917 


1,303 


1918 


1,237 


The  most  striking  changes  are  the  great  decrease  in  British  ships 
and  even  a  more  marked  increase  in  Japanese  vessels,  the  latter  taking 
advantage  of  the  shortage  in  European  tonnage  to  enter  this  port 
with  several  regular  lines.  These  ships  entered  largely  in  the  sugar 
export  trade  to  British  India,  China,  and  Japan. 

Coastwise  Traffic  Improves. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  Dutch  East  Indian  ships  was  due  to 
the  panic  among  local  shipping  concerns  over  the  seizure  of  Dutch 
vessels  in  British  and  American  ports,  resulting  in  the  tying-up  of 
considerable  tonnage  for  several  weeks.  While  Dutch  East  Indian 
shipping  with  foreign  ports  shows  a  decrease  for  the  year,  the  coast- 
wise traffic  between  Dutch  East  Indian  outports  and  Soerabaya. 
shows  an  increase,  especially  in  the  movement  of  coal  from  Sumatra 
and  Borneo,  wood  from  Borneo  and  Celebes,  and  copra  and  coffee 
from  various  ports  of  the  archipelago. 
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The  number  of  ships  carrying  the  Chinese  flag  increased  by  a  hirge 
percentage.  Nor^Yegian  vessels,  which  had  formerly  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  trade  with  China,  as  well  as  with  Europe,  were 
much  fewer  in  number.  Sailing  ships  also  show  a  decline;  these 
were  used  for  the  most  part  in  the  coal  trade  with  Borneo. 
War  Restrictions  Reduce  Imports  and  Exports. 

In  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  port  of  Soerabaya,  the  ship- 
ping difficulties  played  an  important  part  in  cutting  down  the  trade 
during  1918  as  compared  with  1917.  The  requisitioning  of  neutral 
vessels  by  the  Allied  Governments,  together  with  the  restrictions  on 
imports  and  exports  adopted  by  the  belligerents,  all  but  put  a  stop 
to  the  trade  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  during  the  last  few  months  of 
the  war,  so  that  local  stocks  of  imported  manufactured  goods  w^ere 
greatly  depleted,  while  the  congestion  of  local  produce  stored  for  ex- 
port became  so  great  that  all  warehouses  were  filled  to  capacity  and 
prices  had  fallen  to  the  bare  cost  of  production  in  many  cases. 

Much  of  the  sugar  crop  was  of  necessity  stored  at  the  mills  for 
months  until  the  armistice  in  Xovember  led  to  a  steadj^  improvement 
in  shipping  facilities.  Any  considerable  losses  to  estates  were  pre- 
vented by  the  formation  of  associations  for  cooperation  and  control 
of  selling  in  several  of  the  industries,  including  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  and 
rubber.  AVith  the  support  and  cooperation  of  the  Government,  it 
w^as  possible  for  these  associations  to  establish  minimum  prices. 

Smaller  Shipments  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods — Increased  Trade  with  United  States, 

The  import  trade  in  cotton  goods  showed  a  considerable  decrease 
during  1918  as  is  indicated  by  the  figures  given  hereunder,  while  the 
local  market  was  comparatively  lifeless  as  a  result  of  the  small  stocks 
and  high  prices.  The  sudden  cessation  of  hostilities  made  matters 
temporaiily  even  worse,  since  there  was  then  great  uncertainty  as  to 
the  markets  under  peace  conditions.  The  trade  was  also  adversely 
affected  by  the  unfavorable  economic  condition  of  the  popuhition  due 
to  a  bad  crop  year  that  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  rice.  Spanish  in- 
fluenza also  overran  the  island  duiing  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and 
took  its  toll  of  several  hundred  thousand  of  the  native  i:)opulation. 
Japan  entered  the  market  rather  strongly  in  several  lines  of  piece 
goods. 

In  other  articles  of  import  American  goods  appeared  in  the  local 
market  in  fairly  large  volume  during  the  year,  notably  iron  and  steel 
which  were  practically  impossible  to  obtain  from  European  sources. 
Australia  did  a  good  business  in  some  lines  of  iron  and  steel, 
especially  rails,  spikes,  bolts,  and  nuts.  Australia  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  its  opportunity  to  extend  its  iron  and  steel  trade  in  this 
district  and  owing  to  its  proximity,  with  resulting  advantages  of 
prompt  shipments,  should  be  able  to  compete  favorably  with  Europe 
and  America  in  this  market.  At  the  c-nd  of  the  year  when  shipping 
grew  easier,  the  market  here  became  somewhat  overstocked  by  the 
filling  of  orders  placed  many  months  prior  to  the  signing  of  the 
armistice.  Prices  as  a  consequence  took  a  sudden  downward  plunge 
that  proved  later  to  be  unwarranted. 

America  made  good  sales  of  beer  to  Java  during  the  year  taking 
second  place  to  Japan.  Considerable  quantities  of  flour  imi-)orted 
from  Japan  were  largely  American  and  Australian  flour  shipped 
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from  surplus  stocks  in  Japan  under  the  incentive  of  good  prices. 
Japan  exported  -some  290,000,000  boxes  of  matches  during  the  year, 
while  the  imports  from  Europe  were  negligible.  Large  quantities 
of  newsprint  were  imported  from  Japan  as  well  as  white  printing 
and  writing  paper,  although  some  of  the  latter  was  imported  from 
America,  together  with  large  quantities  of  old  newspapers.  There 
was  a  good  demand  throughout  the  year  for  the  various  products 
listed  under  the  heading  of  provisions,  American  imports  entering  the 
market  in  increasing  volume.  This  trade  has  been  satisfactory  to 
merchants  and  importers  and  should  increase  in  the  future.  Japan 
did  some  new  business  in  cheap  liquors.  Australia  has  built  up  a 
good  trade  in  canned  vegetables  and  fruit  as  well  as  various  other 
lands  of  provisions.  These  products  have  given  complete  satisfac- 
tion and  will  no  doubt  compete  in  future  with  American  or  Euro- 
pean products. 

Principal  Imports  According  to  Quantity. 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  imports  received  at  Soerabaya, 
according  to  quantity,  during  1917  and  1918 : 


Articles. 


Bicycles pieces . . 

Cement barrels. . 

Chemicals: 

Alum pounds.. 

Calcium  carbiae.do 

Caustic  soda do 

Soda  ash do 

Sulphur do 

Sulphuric  acid . .  do 

Vitriol  copper. .  .do 

Vitriol  iron do 

Cigarettes do  — 

Cigars do  — 

Coal tons . . 

Cotton  goods: 

Blankets pieces. . 

Calicoes,  etc do 

Cambrics,  gray. '.do 

Drills,      jeans,      and 

twills,  gray.. pieces.. 

Drills,      roiigh      and 

striped pieces.. 

Drills  and  jeans,  rough 

pieces.. 

Piece     goods,      dyed 

pieces.. 

Prints,  n.e.s do 

Prints,    Turkish    red 

pieces.. 

Shirtings,  gray.. do — 

Fert  ilizors: 

Sulphate  of  ammonia 

poimds.. 

Superphosphate,  do 

S  u  p  e  r  ph  o  s  pha  t  o  , 
double pounds.. 

Iron,  manufactures  of: 

Bars pounds. . 

Corrugated do 

Roofing do 

Sheets do 

Lamps: 

Gas,  etc pieces.. 

Oil do.... 

Lamp  chimneys do 

Lead  sheets  and  blocks, 
pounds 

Liquors:    Beer,  bottled 
quajts.. 

Matches gross  boxes.. 

Nails,  wire pounds. . 


1917 


1918 


3,965 
133,977 

850 
222,872 

494,254 

524,685 

1,581,714 

1,436,907 

13,702,282 

66,147 

364,437 

348,695 

122,265 

21,892 

29, 124 

292,294 

385,325 

907,544 

1,122,498 

4,541,427 

118,518 

269,262 

2,827 

230,272 

40, 403 

31,999 

24,370 

240,956 
1,351,828 

70,665 
389,661 
902,245 

105,968 

81,886 

187,814 

2,598 

85, 436 

102,157 

2,239,203 
787,231 

2,439,937 
717,243 

109, 631 
140,705 

1,121,666 
191,576 

45,041,560 
1, 641, 200 

21,837,932 

505, 120 

13,509,22S 

3,676,097 

195,633 

5,032,498 

7.187,323 

2.475,229 

21,682 

2,512,038 

15,690 

201,021 

2,407,416 

e,2S5 

188,700 

2,848,248 

537,031 

461,505 

1,816,368 
2,382,282 
3,212,616 

2,nr,2,3S0 
2,067,866 
4,857,600 

Articles. 


Oil: 

Kerosene cases . 

Lubricating liters. 

Oilcloth poands. 

Paint,  white  and.  red  lead, 

pounds 

Paper: 

Cigarette value. 

News,  old pounds. 

Writing reams. 

Porcelain: 

Rough pieces. 

Other do... 

Provisions: 

Biscuits poimds. 

Butter do... 

Cheese do 

Confectionery. .  .do. . . 

Flour do... 

Fruits,  bottled, 
■i-bottle 

Fniits,  canned. .  .tins. 

Hams pieces. 

Herring,  kippered, 
tins .' 

Jam pounds. 

Milk,  tinned tins. 

Prunes pounds. . 

Salmon tins. 

Sardines do... 

Vegetables,       tinned, 

value 

.  '  Rice pounds. 

Roofing,  asbestos... value. 
Sewing  machines,  .pieces. , 
Soap: 

Laundry cases.. 

Toilet value. . 

Steel  bars pounds. , 

Tar do.... 

Tires: 

Automobile,  and  outer 
and  inner  tubes, 
pieces 

Bicycle pieces. . 

Typewriters do 

Wire: 

Barbed pounds . . 

Telephone do 

Zinc do 

Zinc  white do.... 


1917 


438, 784 

1,080,525 

116,272 

824,415 

$53,723 

6,303,055 

34, 621 

4,1.33,910 
4.5,920 

438,068 

1,350,700 

116,180 

216,355 

12,343,045 

100,008 
15,702 
140, 313 

11,868 

i;791 

2,034,768 

8,580 

37,116 

60,400 

553,998 

520,628,451 

$20,682 

9,772 

34,201 

$91,913 

232, 170 

2,644,347 


58,572 

102,282 

1,265 

127,900 

012, 788 

61,851 

510, ISO 


1918 


223, 881 
870.598 
88,855 

917,853 

828,905 

2,578,089 

43, 107 

5,328,432 
7,903 

421,941 

1,244,  .344 

59,708 

46,4S0 

10, 910, 514 

2,640 
10,686 
153,639 

13,620 
18,200 
1,608,336 
11,528 
99,480 
162,500 

$39,422 

458,107,289 

$39,334 

10, 213 

20,379 
$128,368 
4, 174, 150 
1,850,677 


37, 549 

123, 132 

l,iia 


170, 650 
411,337 
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Sugar  leading  Export  Item — Fluctuation,  in  Coffee  Prices. 

Sugar  ordinaril}^  takes  first  place  in  the  export  trade  of  Soerabaya 
as  was  the  case  during  1918,  although  all  of  the  stock  in  hand  could 
not  be  shipped  owing  to  lack  of  shipping  space.  In  the  Eesidenciss 
of  east  Java  included  in  the  Soerabaya  consular  district,  there  are 
located  102  sugar  mills,  30  of  which  are  in  Soerabaya.  Quantities 
delivered  by  the  102  mills  of  east  Java  amounted  to  994,791  tons  in 
1918  as  compared  with  983,500  tons  in  1917  and  878,400  tons  in  191G. 
Prices  were  greatly  depressed  during  the  year  until  in  July  when 
superior  had  reached  the  low  level  of  5.50  guilders  ($2.21  normal 
exchange)  per  picul  (135.6  pounds),  the  selling  of  all  Java  sugars 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  association,  the  Vereenigde  Java- 
suiker  Producenten,  which  set  minimum  prices.  These  measures  soon 
produced  beneficial  results  and  prices  began  shortly  to  rise,  reach- 
ing 11.50  guilders  ($4.62)  per  picul  by  the  middle  of  October  and 
13.25  guilclers  ($5.32)  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  ending  of  the 
war  naturally  having  a  pronounced  effect  in  the  demand. 

The  coffee  crop  of  1918  for  the  Dutch  East  Indies  was  larger  than 
expected  and  amounted  to  157,020,840  pounds  compared  with  an 
original  estimate  of  138,849,336  pounds.  The  production  for  Java 
alone  was  115,178,264  pounds.  But  as  with  sugar,  prices  decreased 
during  the  year,  eventually  reaching  the  lowest  point  in  July,  15 
guilders  ($6.03)  per  picul  (136  pounds),  later  improving  with  the 
end  of  the  war  to  36  guilders  ($14.47)  per  picul.  The  course  of  the 
rubber  market  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  other  local  products, 
prices  opening  at  about  1.05  guilders  ($0.42)  per  pound,  going  as  low 
as  52|  guilder  cents  ($0.21)  per  pound  in  August,  and  recovering 
to  a  level  of  about  1.10  guilders  ($0.44)  per  pound  at  the  end  of  the 

As  the  production  of  copra  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  natives,  the 
actual  production  can  not  be  definitely  ascertained.  There  w\as 
during  the  war  a  distinct  falling  off  of  exports,  but  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  use  of  copra  in  the  local  manufacture  of  coconut  oil. 
Owing  to  a  strong  demand  for  the  oil  from  Government  as  well  as 
private  sources,  the  oil  market  was  strong,  especially  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  with  like  strength  in  copra  prices  which  ranged  during 
the  year  from  12  guilders  ($4.82)  per  picul  (136  pounds)  to  18.S5 
guilders  ($7.33)  per  picul. 

Exports  for  Three  Years. 

Exports  from  Soerabaj'a  according  to  quantity  and  countries  of 
destination  are  given  in  the  appended  table  for  1916,  1917,  and  1918 : 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


1916 


1917 


Arachides,  hulled  (peanuts) 

Australia 

Canada 

England 

France 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Singapore 

United  States 

Arachides,  unhulled  (peanuts). 

Australia 

England 


Povnds. 
562, 415 


115,309 
82,258 


3.525,007 
'""'46,737' 


Pounds. 
1,245,756 
72, 120 


357, 075 
"6i,'96i' 


396, 374 
149,233 
208, 993 
3,331,077 
278, 905 
55, 990 


Pounds. 
421,473 
73,220 
115,610 


111,712 
101, 908 


19,023 

1,915,546 

6, 728 
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Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Arliehides,  unhulled  (peanuts)— Continued. 

France 

Japan 

Netlierlands 

Singapore 

Uinted  States 

Other  countries 

Arrack  and  spirits 

British  India 

Egypt 

France 

Hongkong '. 

.Ta]>an 

Netiierlands 

Norway 

Siain 

Singapore 

South  Africa 

Timor  Dehl i : 

United  S tal es 

Other  countries 

Cocoa 

Canada 

England 

Japan 

Netherlands 

United  States 

Otlier  countries 

Coffee 

Australia 

Arabia 

Denmark 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Philippines 

Singapore 

Sweden 

United  States 

Other  countries 

Copra 

Australia 

En  gland 

France 


Pounds. 
308,029 


Japan . 


Netherlands 

Norway 

United  States 

Other  countries 

Fiber,  sisal 

Denmark 

England 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

United  States 

Other  countries 

G  oatskins 

England 

Netherlands 

United  States 

Other  countries 

Hides: 

BufTalo 

England 

Oreece 

Netherlands 

United  States... 

Other  countries. 
Cow 

Au.stralia 

Canada 

England 

Japan 

Netherlands 

United  States... 

Otlier  countries. 

Kapok 

Australia 

England 

France 

Italy 

Japan 


1,410,703 
1,721,009 


38, 529 
010,423,909 
a  1,130,  817 

a  611,277 
a  1,461,  (572 

0  161,150 


a  6, 147,  9-SO 
a  100, 719 
a  189, 882 
a  517, 835 


a  81,288 


"21,289 
454, 003 


113,351 
13,277 

286, 1S5 

22,000 

19,250 

,514,881 

63,290 

262, 304 
99,189 
10,463 


31,936,584 


1,104,844 

315,366 

276,118 

446, 723 

19,379,674 


122, 289 

1,256,653 

345,917 

13, 257, 622 

1,346,534 

3,050,659 


29,416,988 

56,076 

1,893,538 

551,778 

8, 189, 793 

785,085 

17,783,350 

157,368 

701,912 

90,094 

6,701 

604,547 

570 

3,187,801 
912,461 


689, 700 

1,580,539 

5, 101 

3, 205, 293 

31,994 


4 24,. 536 

2, 292 

852,570 

1,953,901 


7,425,975 
704,. 583 
271, 733 
360,800 
212, 720 
260,201 


Pounds. 


Pounds. 


328,548 

2, 607, 033 

54, 485 

6,110 

a  4, 303, 966 

a  1,020,  ISO 

a  80, 153 


361,974 
'  1,546,"  844 


0  3,330,508 
a  1, 584, 845 


alSfi,4Sl 
a  97, 200 


a  513,285 


a  104,744 

0  56,242 

0  615,963 

0  2,057,287 

o 74,217 


0  11,499 
682, 5.'".7 
543 
38, 630 


70,  570 

567,380 

5, 434 

20,796,737 

1,765,454 


0  200,269 
0  208,287 
0  653,642 

""o  59  ,"760 

o2,553 

o 107, 867 

984,770 

66,033 

419,082 

""465,"  060 

34,, 595 

7,412,778 

1,937,533 


182,752 
2,864,022 
7,173,498 

986,  .583 

94,710 

5,830,440 


1,127,612 

54,770 

579, 106 

132 

706,739 

169,836 

2, 137, 148 


1,35 1,. 577 

517,701 

12,669,296 

3,218,479 
081,536 


34,496 

665,400 

4,080,096 


1,749,158 
2,218,049 
1,649,523 
3,147,113 
(),  138 
27,843,486 


248,576 
759,073 


851,334 


3,228,762 

"62!549,'557 
33,676,311 

"2,"  178,"  629 


26,648,217 
187,620 
831,226 
59,013 
42,680 
662, 050 
67,483 

1,777,859 
793, 146 


.   48,1.56 

933,605 

2,9.52 

2,912,5,56 

08,259 


579,506 

398 

1.52,669 

2,108,693 

3,031 

8,492,233 

7,58,296 

1,731,948 


224,246 

25,655,685 

814,686 

235,385 


204,820 
30,505 

437,887 

""i62,'496 

"253, 673 

21,718 

2,633,008 

296, 696 

233,147 

"'"27,"  113 

"2,"  068  ,'224 

7,828 

6,490,670 

1,228,313 

33,647 


92,442 


68,464 


a  Liters. 
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Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Kapok— Continued. 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Philippines 

Singapore 

United  States.. 

Other  countries. 
Mace 

England 

Norway 

United  States... 

Other  countries., 
OH,  peanut 

Australia 

Denmark 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Singapore 

United  States... 

Other  countries.. 
Peruvian  bark 

En;4land 

Japan 

Netherlands 

United  States... 
Rattan 

Australia 

Japan 

Norway 

United  States  . . . 

Other  countries.. 
Eubbcr 

Au  ^tralia 

England 

Japan 

Siberia 

Singapore 

United  States . . . 

Other  countries. . 
Siigar 

Australia 

British  India  — 

China 

Egypt 

England 

rrance 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Penan  i; 

Port  baiJ 

Siam 

Smgapore 

United  States..., 

Other  countries.. 
Tapioca  flour 

Canada 

England 

France 

Hongkong , 

Japan , 

Netherlands 

Singapore. 


493, 827 
48,323 


1,396,413 

3,602,236 

75, 139 

13,214 


10, 632 

,422 

2, 160 

o  213,269 


a  176,400 


a  35,964 


0  905 
895,856 


74,004 
821,852 


174,504 


174,504 

8, 789, 163 

3,269 

2,651,865 

19,969 

256, 8S3 

1,445,096 

4,318,492 

93,592 

1,411,914,053 

4,111,853 

901,152,711 

10,2.50,669 

20,454,89? 

34,435,779 

24,617,281 

94,835,026 

91,871,001 

53,683,562 

26,911,815 

2,022,:M4 

61,250,2.51 

4,216,234 

53,762,883 

4,298,496 

21,039,296 

61,985,827 


23,704,800 

447,832 
73,372 


.    .  ,  19,023 

United  States 37, 435, 099 


Other  countries. 

Tobacco 

Australia 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Norway 


Spain. 

Sweden 

United  States... 
Other  countries. 


305, 701 
52,602,128 


52,588,961 


13, 167 


Pnunrta 

27,174 

40,343 

307,217 

1,673,698 

3, 853, 755 

1,360 

43, 758 

12,646 


30,224 

S88 
a  858, 281 
0  54,316 


Potinda 

110,332 

6,6a;) 

1,162,058 

505,921 

3,362,498 

12, 837 

35, 152 

25, 738 

7,823 


1,591 

0  1,2,84,683 

0  379,176 


0  327,931 


o 187,604 
o 142, 633 


o  190, 214 
0  137,089 
o 148, 731 


o  491,973 
0  83,297 


588,674 

237,631 

64,341 

148,634 

138,068 

265,857 

71,199 

61,-549 

85, 193 

47,916 


551 , 744 

41,100 

328,739 


4,841,796 

7,894 

2,234,918 

112,561 

26,600 

1,015,406 

1,444,417 


181,905 

365, 235 

46,420 

275 

190,832 

123, 222 

4,486 

16,515,244 

42:5,829 

2,002,331 

897,818 

219,199 

7,461,175 

5, 510, 892 


1,168,37.5,672 
6,385,086 

506, 149, 442 
9, 593, 813 


191,326,133 
223, 722 
97,845,475 
92,448,044 
8,626 
40,802,698 
3,054,220 


1,465,806,030 

369, 575 

550, 170, 843 

16,410,847 

51,041,069 

25,400,643 


210, 644, 874 
380,872,760 


22,571,941 

187,321,565 

770,000 

9,891,907 

47,446,784 


8,315,468 


2, 622, 290 
1, 432, 521 
6, 808, 524 

20, 519, 112 
176,765,791 

20,508,209 
3,240,972 

14, 635, 045 
3,525,691 


21,745 

382,274 

6, 687, 740 


710,003 
232, 146 


32,032,491 

7,066 

7,143,732 

128, 544 


6,675,940 
46,972 


1,337,607 
8,300,981 

528, 612 
5,448,921 

101,347 
1,860,016 


236,458 
57,818 


442,759 
1,887,717 
636, 548 
237,904 
282,630 


a  Liters. 


British  India  received  the  bulk  of  the  sugar  exported  in  1918, 
650,170,843  pounds  out  of  1,465,806,030  pounds.  Total  exports  in- 
creased 297,430,358  pounds  in  1918  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
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and  53,801,977  pounds  compared  with  191G.  Shipments  of  rubber 
durino-  the  year  under  review  were  about  four  times  heavier  than 
exports  in  1017  and  about  twice  the  vohime  of  tlie  1916  consignments. 
A  little  less  than  half  the  exports  went  to  Singapore  in  1918.  Sisal 
fiber  exported  in  1018  readied  62,o49,557  pounds,  a  marked  increase 
compared  with  exports  in  191G  and  1917.  Denmark,  the  chief  market 
in  1918,  received  53  per  cent  of  the  amount  exported,  and  the  United 
States  41  per  cent. 

Coffee  exports  fell  about  60  per  cent  in  1918  as  against  1917,  and 
more  than  70  per  cent  compared  with  1916.  Other  important  items  of 
the  export  trade  which  show  heavy  declines  during  1918  are  tapioca 
flour,  tobacco,  kapok,  and  copra. 

Decline  in  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Declared  exports  from  Soerabaya  to  the  United  States  during 
1918  show  a  great  decrease  from  1917,  the  total  value  being  less  than 
half  the  1917  figures.  This  decrease  was  naturally  due  to  war  con- 
ditions and  in  particular  to  the  strii^gent  import  restrictions  adopted 
by  the  United  States  Government  during  the  year.  These  regula- 
tions especially  affected  the  exports  of  crude  rubber  and  tapioca,  the 
former  being  reduced  from  6,250  to  2,692  tons  and  the  latter  from 
19,567  to  2,955  tons.  Exports  of  coconut  oil  showed  a  large  decrease, 
as  well  as  exports  of  coffee,  cocoa,  and  hides.  Exports  of  kapok  and 
sisal  fibers -were  about  the  only  items  of  importance  that  were  ship- 
ped in  approximately  equal  volume  with  the  preceding  year,  owing  to 
heavy  war  demands.  The  close  of  the  war,  with  resulting  relaxation 
of  United  States  import  restrictions,  brought  about  a  quick  resump- 
tion of  the  normal  local  export  trade  to  America  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  show  a  steady  increase. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  export  trade  of  Macassar  is  largely  in 
native  products  collected  from  the  many  islands  tributary  thereto. 
The  trade  differs  considerably  from  that  of  Soerabaya,  notably  in 
the  exports  of  copra,  gums,  spices,  rattans,  native  woods,  and  shells. 
In  the  export  of  copra  and  rattans.  Macassar  is  developing  into  one 
of  tlie  most  important  trade  centers  of  the  East.  Its  harbor  and 
shipping  facilities  have  been  much  improved  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  a  regular  European  service  as  well  as  services  to  China 
and  Japan  are  operated  from  and  through  Macassar  as  a  port  of  call. 
Owing  to  the  demand  of  Philippine  oil  mills  for  copra,  there  have 
also  been  several  sailings  of  American  vessels  between  Macassar  and 
Manila. 

Exports  Invoiced  for  the  United  States. 

The  invoiced  ex])erts  from  Soerabaya  and  Macassar  tt)  the  United 
States  for  1917  and  1918  were  as  follows : 


Arti'.les. 

1917 

1918 

Powids. 

Value. 

rounds. 

Value. 

FROM  SOERABAVA. 

Cassia 

2.1,90.-, 

1,.363 

5,  no,  272 

$2,.'-,a5 

220 
251,107 

Cinnamon 

Coroa 

421,925 

8,132,4.56 

140, 864 

*86,463 
25, 106 

Coroa  leaves 

Coffee 

1,155,602 

192,477 

21,663 

DUTCH   EAST   INDIES SOEEABAYA,   JAVA. 


Articles. 


Poimds. 


Value. 


191S 


Pounds. 


Value. 


FROM  SOERAB.A.YA — continued. 


Copra 

Copra  cake 

Fiber: 

Hemp 

Kapok 

Sisal 

Gum,  dammar... 

Gutta-.jelutong 

Gutta-percha 

Hats,  straw 

Hides  and  skins: 

BuIIalo 

Cow 

Goat 

Sheep 

Eola  nuts 

Mace 

Mats,  palm  leaf... 

Nutmegs 

OU: 

Arachis 

Castor 

Citronella 

Coconut 

ICapok  seed. . 

Palmarosa. . . 

Peanut 

Ri^inus 

Paraffin  wax 

Patchouli  leaves.. 

Peanuts 

Pepper 

Potash 

Quinine 

Rattan 

Rubber,  crude . . . 
Seeds: 

Castor 

Kajjok 

Tapioca 

Tea 

Tin 

Tobacco 

Sugar 

All  other  articles . 

Total 


FROM  M.VCA.SSAR. 


Cajeput  oil 

Cloves 

Coconut  oil 

Cofl'ce 

Copra 

Cutch 

Ebony  wood 

Guin,"copal 

Hides,  buffalo 

Hides,  deer 

'Kapok 

Mace 

Nutmegs 

Rattan 

Rubber 

Sandalwood 

Shells: 

Green  snails,  etc. 

Other 


Total. 


4, 767, 
56, 

1,5,3.5, 

5,337, 

26, 78.5, 

130, 

6, 712, 

1,5S5, 

a  4, 

a  40, 
a  231, 
a  975, 


S24S,  742 
1,070 

193,797 

503,263 

3, 869, 172 

4,455 

310,654 

112,358 

772 

314,228 

1,336,268 

851,601 

53,206 


7,278,313 


S309, 134 


16,453 

5,538,975 

26j  125,  ISO 

43, 952 

957, 861 

897,351 


751 

466, 864 

3,265,57.5 

1,124 

•     34^  884 

63,611 


26, 

O440, 

70, 

18, 

8, 

162, 

36,354, 


8,359 
17, 198 
9,858 

1,568 

1,054 

92,361 

4,657,343 


o7,320 

a  189, 300 

a  368,  .568 

a  20, 025 

102.  707 

8, 036 

a  290, 000 

54,443 


48,301 

944,647 

316,534 

12, 554 

20,  &14 

2,290 

182,210 

7,S07 


33,064 

17,702,800 

244,618 

792 


238, 
659, 
896, 
13, 
415, 
1,084, 


24,997 
114,370 

17,283 
1,120 

30,080 
139,407 


12,..5S6 

2, 348,  .527 

28,031 

2.168 


9, 

102, 

14,001, 

13, 

.50, 
43,830, 
279, 
408, 
582, 


40,223 

14,321 

8,710,337 

1,153 

361 

2,114,885 

76,077 

95,781 

214,882 


12,555 

18,749 

225,760 

105,851 

2,517 


6,031,365 


1,758 

725 

28,227 

6,089 
13,207 


2,004,564 


6,622,227 
819,336 


3,400 


882,  ,595 
65,850,057 


24,631,313 


435,578 
165,065 


635,259 

323, 718 

1,258 


11,816,947 


b 29, 431 

180,674 

6  1,710,000 

733, 684 

31,065,149 

1,159 

651,848 

9,386,237 

a5, 671 

0108,176 

843 

174,775 

.566, 106 

364,933 

8,474 

1,083,263 

89,966 
152,418 


30, 206 

53,511 

437,315 

92,394 

2,159,598 

104 

20,207 

581,970 

39,747 

112,467 

68 

51,3.52 

69,397 

25,3.50 

701 

180,071 

20, 063 
46,804 


1,57,067 

6360, 000 

336,347 

17,638,997 


81,7.56 

116,582 

71,784 

1,520,558 


!,  107, 827 

04,814 

0  71,281 


50,308 
243,547 
180,142 


205, 738 


3,921,325 


761,763 
95, 464 
119,569 


25,507 
69i560 
24,516 


20,400 


65,696 


2,973,155 


o  Pieces. 


b  Liters. 


Exchange  Rates — Duties  and  Taxes. 

Stocks  and  shares  and  tlie  exchange  market  presented  wide  flnctna- 
tions  during  1018,  there  being  a  considerable  slump  in  many  shares 
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about  mid  year  with  good  recovery  at  the  last  of  the  year.  The 
exchange  rate  on  London  showed  an  extraordinary  depression,  op- 
ening the  year  at  about  10.85  guilders,  going  clown  to  9.95  by  the  last 
of  March,  to  9.23  in  May,  9.15  in  July,  and  the  low  record  of  9.03 
guilders  to  the  pound  sterling  at  the  beginning  of  August.  An 
upward  movement  then  set  in,  carrjdng  the  rate  up  to  11.45  by  the 
middle  of  November,  but  there  was  another  decline  to  11.15  when 
the  year  ended. 

American  exchange  took  a  similar  course,  opening  in  January  at 
2.30  guilders  to  the  dollar,  falling  to  the  low  record  of  1.93  in 
August,  and  recovering  to  2.39  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Total  import  duties  collected  amounted  to  G,G02,903  guilders 
($2,651,367)  in  1918,  compared  with  0,128,792  guilders  ($2,463,771) 
in  1917,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  500,000  guilders  ($201,000). 

Export  duties  on  the  other  hand  decreased  from  113,718  guilders 
($45,715)  to  86,831  guilders  ($34,906),  and  excise  taxes  on  spirits 
from  3,336,090  guilders  ($1,341,108)  to  3,145,606  guilders  ($1,264,- 
633).  The  record  of  bankruptcies  in  local  business  circles  shows  53 
failures  in  1918  compared  with  42  in  1917.  The  liabilites  were 
1,005,980  guilders  ($404,404)  compared  with  10,797,233  guilders 
($4,340,488)  in  the  previous  year,  while  assets  amounted  to  83,475 
guilders  ($33,557)  against  64f,414  guilders  ($260,260)  in  1917. 
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